


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT: 
In July, we celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 

Moon landing in a big way. SCI commemorated this historic day 

with special events meant to recognize the past and inspire the 

future.

Apollo 11’s popularity reflects the mindset of learning from the 

past while growing into the future, connecting each generation to the next. 

We continue to promote lifelong learning, encouraging every age through 

education and excitement.

This report gives examples of learning at every milestone in life. From the 

youngest to the oldest, SCI hopes to engage and inspire each and every 

member of the community. We strive to inspire curiosity no matter your age 

and work to keep the journey of education at the forefront of SCI’s purpose 

for generations to come. 

Thank you for pursuing an ongoing commitment to learn with us. We are 

honored to partner with those as dedicated to science as we are.

Curt Simmons

President & CEO

2 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT



OUR MISSION:   To engage and inspire Iowans along their journey of lifelong science learning.

3SCI 101

SCI 101—DID YOU KNOW?

The Science Center of Iowa is a 501(c)(3) entity. We are independent, operating solely from 

money raised and earned on our behalf.  

We are the Science Center of Iowa. In addition to welcoming visitors from all 99 counties and 

beyond, our outreach and professional development programs take STEM learning on the road, 

reaching tens of thousands of Iowans each year. 

As a private, nonprofit organization, we rely on the donations of private individuals, companies 

and foundations to be able to achieve our mission and serve more than 300,000 individuals 

from across the state and country. Thank you for your support!

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: JIMMY LELA
Jimmy Lela loves learning about the world around him and trying to understand it better. 

That’s what he loves about volunteering for the Science Center of Iowa. Specifically, 

he donates his time to SCI because he believes it is one of the best places in Iowa to 

cultivate that sense of wonder in children and adults. 

Jimmy met his wife Amanda online and, for their first date, went to SCI and watched 

the Foucault Pendulum, pondering the movement of the Earth. They’ve been back many 

times, saying they “enjoy dinosaur stuff, Leonardo da Vinci stuff, sound art stuff and 

much more!” They even came back to SCI for a very special moment… their proposal!

This year, Jimmy saw an opportunity to volunteer at SCI in an email. It was a technical opportunity, and he thought he 

could help. He felt it was an ideal blend of helping an organization he cared about and an interesting challenge for him.  

He is hoping to volunteer more in the future!
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WHAT ON EARTH? 5

We extend our gratitude to the Institute of Museum and 

Library Services for their award of a federal, multi-year 

grant that has enabled SCI to update and enhance the 

What On Earth? experience platform. 

Improvements to the exhibit aim to increase empathy 

and respect for Iowa’s native resources. Beyond 

general cleaning and maintenance, SCI’s exhibits team 

developed content to improve multi-sensory aspects and 

accessibility. Live feedings for Snippy the snapping turtle 

can now be viewed from a monitor above his tank for 

those not close enough to view the action directly.  

A new augmented reality sandbox provides an interactive 

way for visitors to learn about topography. This exhibit 

component was developed in partnership with the 

University of Iowa 3D Club. 

 

 

(Tip: Lift your hand above the sand to make rain appear and  

learn how watersheds work!)

A large portion of improvements focused on authenticating 

the exhibit. In the prairie and wetland areas, plants and 

flowers have been restored to reflect Iowa’s native flora, new 

taxidermy such as a badger and coyote have been added and a 

“soundscape shower” now features recordings collected from 

prairies and marshes throughout Iowa.

We continue to strive for an interactive and collaborative 

setting, exemplified in our updates to What On Earth?, which 

will continue in the months to come.

WHAT ON EARTH? GETS SPRUCED UP



6 MIND MATTERS

With the generous support of HealthPartners UnityPoint 

Health, the Science Center of Iowa was able to reach 

community members like never before.

This past year, from February 5 through April 18,  

SCI hosted Mental Health: Mind Matters, a traveling 

exhibit focused on unraveling the stigma surrounding 

mental illness. Presented in partnership with 

HealthPartners UnityPoint Health and other community 

partners and sponsors, SCI created a safe space to boost 

awareness and understanding of mental health, and 

visitors had the chance to immerse themselves in hands-

on interactives and multi-sensory content. Though it is estimated that around 18% of U.S. adults have a mental illness, 

misunderstanding and preconceptions can lead to lack of treatment, prejudice and discrimination for those living with 

mental illness in their everyday lives. 

The substantial community support for such an important and relevant topic allowed SCI to host a series of events. This 

outpouring of encouragement from partners, mental health organizations and local leaders strengthened our action for 

the subject matter. With the help of Capital Crossroads and various other community partners, the event series centered 

around destigmatizing discussion on mental illness. Major event topics included mental health in the workplace, mental 

health in youth and cultural and racial trauma. We are incredibly grateful that we were able to witness and take part in 

the public support as well as honest and open conversation and education about mental health. 

Through Mind Matters, we were able to engage more than 60,000 people in raising awareness, reducing the stigma 

and creating a safe space to talk about and explore mental health.

MIND MATTERS BRINGS MENTAL HEALTH 
CONVERSATION TO COMMUNITY

Presented by
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Mental Health: Mind Matters was produced by the Science Museum of Minnesota with Heureka, The Finnish Science Centre 

and their partners, Ciencia Viva and Cite des Sciences & L’industrie.

Mind Matters Exhibit Sponsors:

Community Partner sponsorPresented by

Exhibition Support sponsors



8 APOLLO 50

July 20, 1969, was a historic day for humankind. 

One small step on the Moon launched years of 

exploration and inspiration.  

SCI celebrated the 50-year anniversary of the 

historic Moon landing by hosting a series of  

events encouraging Iowans to dream big about  

the future of space. 

Throughout 2019, SCI counted down to the 

anniversary with space speakers, rocket launches 

and film premieres all dedicated to the Apollo 

program. The months-long celebration wrapped up 

with our annual fundraising gala, SCI’s Big Blast!

From our summer library program to our Moon landing-themed 

Mixology Night, the 50th anniversary embodied our mission of 

engaging and inspiring Iowans along their journey of lifelong 

science learning by igniting interest in every generation. The 

summer library program, titled “Outer Space Odyssey,” reached 

more than 4,000 participants with 99 total delivered programs 

across 58 counties, encouraging the upcoming generation to 

imagine the next giant leaps in space. 

Apollo’s intergenerational connection continues to propel our 

vision of informing lifelong learners, further exemplifying a 

future of exciting investigation through science.

“ONE SMALL STEP...”
CELEBRATING APOLLO 50



INNOVATION LAB 9

The Innovation Lab is a space dedicated to developing new ideas and solving problems through hands-on learning. 

In 2019, we were awarded funds from Prairie Meadows Casino to enhance the Innovation Lab, highlighting the 

importance of interactive learning experiences and the community partnerships needed to bring them to life.

As a nonprofit organization, Prairie Meadows fulfills its mission by giving back to organizations that support arts and 

culture, education, economic development and human services. “We are excited to see the impact this project will 

have on our Central Iowa community,” said Julie Stewart, Prairie Meadows’ director of community relations.

This funding has allowed the Innovation Lab 

to continue ongoing programming such as 

teacher professional development, Open 

Maker hours and the Pint Size Science 

“Tiny Tinkerers” series. Through innovative 

workshops, children and adults of all ages 

will learn new skills like 3D printing, soldering 

and virtual reality/augmented reality in an 

interactive, hands-on setting. The Innovation 

Lab, along with the continuous support from 

donors such as Prairie Meadows, reminds us 

how important an innovator’s mindset can be.

PRAIRIE MEADOWS:  
PARTNERS IN PROGRAMMING



The following contributions were made through generous support of specific projects, programs and films at the Science Center of Iowa 
and Blank IMAX Dome Theater between October 1, 2018, and September 30, 2019.

SPONSORSHIPS & GRANTS
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$25,000 - $49,999

Judith A. Lindquist 
Scholarship Fund

Meier Bernstein 
Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999

TRUST FUND
Jean & W. 

Kim Austen

The W.T. & 
Edna M. Dahl Trust

$50,000 and above



BRAVO Greater Des Moines Fund:
The following local governments committed a portion of their hotel/motel tax in FY 18–19: 

• Altoona

• Ankeny

• Bondurant

• Carlisle

• Clive

• Des Moines

• Grimes

• Indianola

• Johnston

• Norwalk

• Pleasant Hill

• Polk City

• Polk County

• Urbandale

• Waukee

• West Des Moines

• Windsor Heights

$1,000 - $9,999 Up to $1,000
Alliant Energy Foundation
Bank of America
Bayer Fund
Capital Crossroads
Paula Cordes
Greater Des Moines Partnership
Fred and Charlotte Hubbell
Suzanne and Corey Mineck
National Society Daughters of  
     American Revolution

Cleojean Olson
Renewable Energy Group
US Bank Foundation
Vermeer Charitable Foundation, Inc.
VOYA
West Bancorporation Foundation

Anonymous Donors
Christine and Brendan Comito
Greater Iowa Credit Union
ISU Department of Agronomy
The Scott at East Village  
     (BH Management)
The Side Garage

Public Support
SCI works to engage a wide community audience to develop meaningful partnerships and new 
initiatives that inspire curious minds of all ages. Partnerships and sponsorships from the following 
organizations help SCI engage and inspire lifelong learning in all of us.
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In Kind Makers Cart Donors
Atlantic Bottling Company
Capital Sanitary
Mell Meredith Frazier
Hy-Vee (Fleur Drive)
Iron Works
Mike Larson

Renee Harmon
Hannah Little
JoAnne Sackett

Randi McLaughlin
RDG Planning & Design  
     (David Dahlquist / Brian Fredericksen)
Sparboe Companies
Treasurer of State

Mind Matters Exhibit Sponsors:

Community Partner sponsorPresented by

Exhibition Support sponsors



With sincere appreciation, the Science Center of Iowa acknowledges the extraordinary support of all our donors. Your gifts enable us to engage  
and inspire through programming, exhibits, events and so much more. Thank you for making this possible. We make every effort to acknowledge our 
donors appropriately. If we have made an error, please contact the Development Office at 515-274-6868 ext. 223 or development@sciowa.org.

$50,000 and above
Edwin T. Meredith Foundation

$25,000 – $49,999
The Fred Maytag Family Foundation
Windsor Charitable Foundation

$10,000 – $24,999
Candy and Denny Elwell
The Meredith Corporation Foundation
Linda and Chris Nelson

$5,000 – $9,999
Gabus Automotive Group
John Ruan Foundation Trust
Virginia and Nixon Lauridsen
Sara and Steven Marquardt

$2,500 – $4,999
Nancy and Bill Ambrose
Lisa and Mike Banker
Barbara Beatty
Henry G. and Norma A. Peterson  
     Charitable Trust
Barbara and Daniel Hoy
Pauline and William Niebur
Scheels
Dianna and Jeff Thompson
United Way of the National Capital Area

$1,000 – $2,499
Beasley Family Foundation Inc.
Tony Cavalieri & Ellen Look
Charlotte and William Hinson  
     Charitable Foundation
The Coons Foundation
EFCO Corporation
Douglas Fick
Allison and Jim Fleming

Roger Ross Gipple
Iowa Engineering Society - CIC
MidAmerican Energy Company
Heather and Doug Olson
Jill and Mark Oman
James G. Piros and Ruth A. Wright-Piros
Kay and Bob Riley
Robert L & Ruth E Wiese Trust
Jeff Rommel
Christine and Rob Sand
Karen Shaff and Steve Jayne
Curt Simmons and Cat Morris
The Sramek Family
Simma and Michael J. Stein
Michele and John Stevens
Amy and John Teeple

Up to $1,000
3M Foundation
Alden Elementary School
AmazonSmile Foundation
Mary A. and Gary Amerman
Elizabeth and Bob Angelici
Anonymous Donors
William Arthur
Sharon and Bill Bauer
Belin McCormick, P.C.
Emily Berrier
Dody Boat
Sue Rutledge and J.C. (Buz) Brenton
Barb and Steve Cappaert
Karen Casten
Kimberly and Roger Ceilley, MD
Hal S. Chase
Melynda Chrisman
Mark Clark
Terri Combs and Tom Swartwood
Christine and Brendan Comito
Aaron DenHartog

Michael A. Disbro, MD
Jacob Doy
Natasha Dunkel
Barbara and Ronald Eckoff
Kim and Kevin Eidson
Leisa and Bennett Ely
Endow Iowa Fund
Federal Home Loan Bank of Des Moines
Clifford J. Findlay
John Fisher and Jann Freed
Angela and Thaddeus Franklin
Dr. Sarah Garst
Ann and Michael Gersie
Joan Ghrist
Jean Gifford
Olena Gilbert
Sandra and Walt Githens
Marcene E. Grant
Robert Grask
Alina Gubina and Yurii Hubyn
Randall Hamilton
Caleb Harrelson
Dr. John Hartung
Sarah and James Hayes
Pam and Peter Hemken
Sandra and James Henry
Trudie and Hal Higgs
Robert Hornbrook
Joann B. Jensen
Jaina and Chuck Johnson
Sarah Knobloch
Pamela and Michael Kulik
Dylan Lampe
Elizabeth C. and Robert A. Lee
Patricia and James Luhrs
Anthony Manderscheid
Mark McCormick
Louise and Charles McDonald
Laurence Anne and Clark McFerren

ANNUAL & OTHER CONTRIBUTORS
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Nationwide Foundation
Virginia and Michael O’Keefe
Nathan Peterson
Elizabeth and Donald Pink
Poindexter Flooring, Inc.
Mary Jo and Robert M. Pomerantz
Raccoon Valley Bank
Amy and Dan Raedeker
Darlene Raedeker
Wendy and Dennis Rains
Donna and Kenneth Reams
Dianne Riley
Donny Ruenprom
Joshua J. Sauceda
Mary Scarpino
Casey Simpson
Anne Slatterly
Mary Stuart and David Yepsen
Rod Swoboda
Dena Tegeler
Sandra Thompson
Lloyd Unverferth
Toni and Timothy Urban
Kari and Todd Van Thomme
Diane and Michael Versackas, MD
Ni and Wade Wagner
The Wellmark Foundation
Karen and Jonathan Wickert
Ashley Zwier

In Memory
Diane and Bruce Janvrin 
	 – In memory of Brice Charles Janvrin
Nelda Sampel 
	 – In memory of Dick Sampel

 
In Honor
Jason Oster 
	 – In honor of Tracey and Jeff Rommel
JR Paulson 
	 – In appreciation of displaying my  
	    astronomy photos for over a decade
Julie and John Schreurs 
	 – In honor of Mike McBride
Sadye Scott-Hainchek 
	 – In honor of Zach Ladlie
Angela Simpson 
	 – In honor of Garrett Simpson

In Memory of Sherry  
(Adams) MacLean
Angela and Scott Berg
First National Bank of Fairfield
Diane Gonzolas

Michaela Lynn Moore
Cynthia Renner
Linda and Kevin Wibbels

DONOR SPOTLIGHT: CORTEVA 
AGRISCIENCE AND THE FAMILY  
OF SHERRY MACLEAN

The Science Center of Iowa recently was gifted a 

very meaningful donation for the Girls in Science 

Initiative from the family of Sherry MacLean.  

After receiving a Bachelor of Science in 

Mathematics and a Masters in Secondary 

Education, Sherry became a pioneering junior 

high Mathematics and Computer Science teacher 

in the 1970s and 80s in Waverly, NE. In 1986, 

Sherry was nominated for an Excellence in Science and Mathematics Teaching 

award by the National Science Foundation. Her legacy serves as a reminder to 

empower, inspire and equip young girls interested in STEM careers to grow the 

next generation of female leaders. 

SCI recognizes and thanks Sherry and her children, Kala Moore and Zach Adams, 

for their incredible generosity and recognition of the Girls in Science Initiative. 

Sherry’s memory lives on not only through her granddaughters who love to 

participate in our Girls in Science Pajama Parties, but through the numerous girls 

who will be inspired by science because of her gift. 

SCI’s Girls in Science Initiative aims to empower and equip girls in science, 

technology, engineering and math. Events like Pajama Parties, Meals with 

Mentors and the Girls in Science Festival give girls the opportunity to meet and 

interact with female role models and learn about their careers.

Critical to SCI’s Girls in Science program is the support provided by Corteva 

AgriScience. Corteva offers ongoing financial and volunteer support to all Girls 

in Science events and programs. Only through incredible donors such as Sherry 

MacLean’s family and Corteva can we hope to spark a love for STEM that stays 

with the girls and young women through their education and helps to confront 

female underrepresentation in STEM career fields.
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OPERATING REVENUE & SUPPORT

17% Admission Fees

7% Donations

9% Government & Grants

6% In-Kind
2% Investment Income

10% Membership

11% Preschool

17% Retail Operations

21% School Groups & Education

OPERATING EXPENSES
8% Administration

11% Communications  
& Marketing

6% Development

12% Retail Operations

63% Visitor Experience

HOW WE DO WHAT WE DO
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2019 Committee Members
Faye Senne - Chair	
Todd Senne - Chair
Andrea Boulton
Tara Condon
Anne Drannen
Patrick Finnegan
Katherine Gamble
Micah Kiel
Cassandra Kotek
Megan McDaniel
Katie Miner
Gabe Olson
Karen Olson
Anne Price
Alex Rich
Kari Sauer
Kelly Shell

Presenting Sponsors 
Kemin Industries
Nationwide 

Elemental Sponsors
Bridgestone Firestone
Corteva
Eurofins Scientific, Inc.
Hy-Vee, Inc.
Iowa State University
MidAmerican Energy
Willis Automotive 

Supporting Sponsors
Kim and Jean Austen
Bankers Trust
Belin McCormick, P.C.
Fred and Charlotte  
	 Hubbell Foundation
John Deere
McKee, Voorhees & Sease, PLC
NCMIC Group, Inc.
Elizabeth Nelson
Neumann Brothers, Inc.
Keaton and Scott Pulver
Riley Resource Group -  
	 Feed Energy
Trilix
Wells Fargo

Sustaining Sponsors
Baudino Law Group, PLC
Margo & Don Blumenthal
Casey’s
Davis Brown Law Firm
Des Moines University
Farmers Mutual Hail Insurance  
	 Company of Iowa
Doug Fick
Barb Hirsch-Giller and  
	 Harvey Giller
Gislason & Hunter LLP
Laura Higgins & David Walters
The Iowa Clinic

Iowa State Bank
Barb and Bill Keck
Keck Parking
Kum & Go
Meredith Corporation
Principal
Terracon
West Bank
 
Aspiring Sponsors
Micah Kiel
Raccoon Valley Bank
ServiceMaster by Rice 
 
Underwriting Donors
Harry Bookey and Pamela  
	 Bass-Bookey
Janice and Tim Coble
Jim and Mary Covey
Andi and Jim Gordon
Julie and Steve Little
Claudia and Paul Schickler
Ryan Clutter and Vicki Sehgal
Missy and Michael Wolnerman 

Event Partners
Atlantic Bottling Company
	 – Event Beverage Partner
Marc Bailey
	 – Event Musician 
Boesen The Florist

	 – Event Floral Partner
Business Publications LLC
	 – Event Print Media Partner
Christian Printers
	 – Event Printing Partner
Christiani’s VIP Catering & Events
	 – Event Decorator and  
         Catering Partner
Crème Cupcake
	 – Event Dessert Partner
DJ Cosmo
	 – Event Musician
Great Caterers of Iowa
	 – Event Catering Partner
Hy-Vee on Euclid
	 – Event Catering Partner
Scott Morgan
	 – Event Photographer
WHO-HD 13 Des Moines
	 – Event TV Partner
Megan Salois
	 – Master of Ceremonies

Auction Donors
515 Brewing Company
Andy’s Frame Shop
Ann and King Au
Casey Austen
Kim and Jean Austen
Marc Bailey
Ballet Des Moines

Each year, SCI engages more than 300,000 children, school groups and adults in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) through 
interactive exhibits, live programs, IMAX films, special events, classes and camps. SCI’s Annual Fundraising Event and Auction contributes 
more than $200,000 to these vast opportunities. Special thanks to Megan Salois, who served as the 2019 Annual Event Master of Ceremonies.

SCI’S BIG BLAST GALA
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Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Allen Binning
Blank Park Zoo
Boone & Scenic Valley Railroad
Celestron
Central Iowa Figure Skating Club
Chick-fil-A
Confluence Brewing Company
Paula Cordes
Country Inn & Suites by 
Radisson
Country Inn & Suites by  
	 Radisson - DM West
Court Avenue Restaurant  
	 & Brewing Company
James and Mary Covey
Des Moines Buccaneers
Des Moines Community 	  
	 Playhouse

Des Moines Metro Opera
Des Moines Performing Arts
Des Moines Symphony
DMACC - IA Culinary Institute
Dr. Phil
Drury Hotels Company LLC
East Village Spa
Eden
Elements Ltd

Fadeaway Floatation Center
Fleet Feet Sports
Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse  
	 & Wine Bar
Fridley Theatres
Funny Bone Comedy Club  
	 & Restaurant
Glen Oaks Country Club
Graziano Brothers, Inc.
Great Iowa Pet Expo
Greater Des Moines  
	 Botanical Garden
Heartland Skin Wellness Center
High Life Lounge/ El Bait Shop
Hilton Garden Inn  
	 Des Moines/Urbandale
Honey Creek Resort
Hotel Grinnell
Hotel Renovo

Hoyt Sherman Place
IMT Des Moines Marathon
Iowa Children’s Museum
Iowa Department of  
	 Natural Resources
Iowa Speedway
Iowa State Center;  
	 Stephens Auditorium
Iowa State Fair Blue  

	 Ribbon Foundation
Iowa Wild American  
	 Hockey League
Ironside Axe Club LLC
Isabel Bloom LLC
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Josephs Jewelry
Judd’s Hill Winery
Kansas City Royals
Katherine McClure Photography
Kemin Industries
Kendra Scott
La Mie Bakery
Lamar Outdoor Advertising
Lauritzen Gardens
Lawn Ranger
Lifeline Theatre
Julie and Steve Little
Living History Farms

Majestic Limousine
Mars Cafe
Meredith Corporation / WOOD  
	 Magazine
MidAmerican Energy
Minnesota Twins Baseball Club
Miracle Springs Resort & Spa
MoMere
MudBum USA

National Mississippi River  
	 Museum & Aquarium
Nationwide
Pacific Battleship Center
PakHye Goods
Petsakes / Ag Alliance
Polk County Sheriff’s Office
Power Life Yoga
Principal Charity Classic
Renaissance Des Moines  
	 Savery Hotel
Terry Rich
Emilee Richardson
RipRoar Events
Royal Gorge Rafting &  
	 Zip Line Tours
Salisbury House Foundation
Senator Joni Ernst
Senator Charles Grassley
Serenity by Ashley
Kelly Shell
Skin Body Soul  
	 West Des Moines
Todd Snell
Speaker of the House  
	 Linda Upmeyer
Splash Seafood / Jethro’s BBQ
State Historical Museum of Iowa
Sukup Manufacturing Company
Tallgrass Theatre Company
Target
TC Sports LLC
Ted Lare Design Build Inc.
The Durham Museum
The Goff Financial Group
The Orleans Hotel &  
	 Casino Las Vegas
The Tech Museum
Theatrical Shop
Wal-Mart Super Center #1723
Warrior Lanes
Warrior Run Golf Course
Wendy Sorensen Photography
West End Architectural Salvage
Wild Rose Entertainment
Willie’s Woolies
Willis Auto Campus
WineStyles of West Glen
Alyssa Yoder / Matilda  
	 Jane Clothing
Zanies Comedy Nite Club
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT: THE WALDORF FAMILY
Annette Waldorf’s family has been SCI members 

for about four and a half years. They live in 

Des Moines and love to come to SCI with their 

grandchildren because, as they say, “there’s 

always something new to see!” They love 

exploring Small Discoveries and playing with 

the Ball Wall, building and lunching rockets and 

laying on the ground watching shows in the Star 

Theater. 

In the winter, they love coming to SCI to have somewhere to play where they 

also are learning. Sometimes, they even get to have lunch together in the café. 

“Everyone that works at SCI is very helpful, knowledgeable, patient and friendly. 

It’s a great place!”
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BATTLE OF THE BRAINS 
Event Sponsors and Donors

The first-annual team trivia fundraiser brought in more than $12,000 
to support SCI’s mission! Thanks to our event sponsors and donors:

Other Event Sponsors: 

Christine and Rob Sand

Harvey Giller and Barbara Hirsch-Giller

Michael and Melissa Wolnerman

Businessolver

Scott Hoekman

David W. and Maria C. Nelmark

Trevor Ponte

West Bank

Deborah Kent

Neumann Brothers Inc.

Karrie and Mark Weinhardt

Todd Elverson and Denise Horner

Robert A. and Meredith Levinstein

William Noth and Marcia Baumhover

Michael and Julianne Frosolone

Morgan Miller and Joe Nehring

Gabe and Karen Olson

Amanda Weathers

Kelly Jordison

Amahia Mallea

Bradford A. Wirt

Matt and Kayla Vandehaar

Event Presenting Sponsor:  

Bridgestone America’s Tire Operations



W. Kim Austen 
President & COO (retired) 

Nationwide 

James Dougherty 
Vice President Generation 

MidAmerican Energy 

Angela L. Walker Franklin, Ph.D. 
President & CEO 

Des Moines University

Suzanne Mineck 
President 

Mid-Iowa Health Foundation

Reed Pulver 
Director of Sales & Marketing 

All-State Industries

Tom Rice, Ph.D. 
Director 

University of Iowa Des Moines Programs

Samantha Rollins 
Associate 

FaegreBaker Daniels LLP

Jeff Rommel 
Senior Vice President, P&C Staff Sales 

Nationwide

J. Ann Selzer. Ph.D. 
President 

Selzer & Company

Muhammad Aadil Spocter, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Anatomy, Director Anatomy Graduate Program 

Des Moines University

John R. Teeple 
Director, Technology, 

Deere & Company

Jeffrey Thompson 
Deputy Attorney General 
Attorney General’s Office

Jonathan Wickert, Ph.D. 
Senior Vice President & Provost 

Iowa State University

Dave Wilkerson, Ph.D. 
Education Consultant

Jeffrey Woessner, Ph.D. 
Genotyping Production Lead 

Monsanto 

Adam Wright 
President & CEO 

MidAmerican Energy

Curt Simmons 
President & CEO 

Amber Forrest 
Director of Early Childhood

Jolie Pelds 
Director of Innovative STEM Teaching

Ni Wagner 
CFO, Vice President of Retail/Facility Operations 

Mollie Giller 
Director of Advancement

Patrick Rice 
Director of Learning Experiences

Dan Raedeker 
Vice President of Community Engagement 

Mike Larson 
Director of Facilities

Emilee Richardson  
Director of Marketing & Public Relations

Renee Shull-Harmon 
Vice President of Science Learning

Kent Maahs 
Director of Retail Operations

Allison Schwanebeck  
Director of Exhibits

CURRENT SCI LEADERSHIP

Chairman� Chris Nelson, Ph.D. 
President & CEO, Kemin Industries, Inc.

Vice Chair/Chair Elect� Lisa Banker 
Senior Vice President - Finance, Wells Fargo & Company

Secretary/Treasurer� Sheldon S. Ohringer 
Partner, Entrepreneurial Technologies 

Internal Affairs Committee Chair� Laura Higgins 
Research Director, Insect Trait Development, DuPont Pioneer 

OFFICERS

2018-2019 SCI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
& LEADERSHIP
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Safety — Compassion — Integrity — Innovation

OUR CORE VALUES:

•	 We have a positive attitude.

•	 We treat others with respect.

•	 We will exceed participants’ expectations.

•	 We embody a shared purpose and mission.

•	 We will be accountable.

OUR COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE:

Jonathan Wickert, Ph.D. 
Senior Vice President & Provost 

Iowa State University

Dave Wilkerson, Ph.D. 
Education Consultant

Jeffrey Woessner, Ph.D. 
Genotyping Production Lead 

Monsanto 

Adam Wright 
President & CEO 

MidAmerican Energy
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