


We would like to extend a heartfelt THANK YOU 
to all of our Stakeholders, including:  

our Board of Directors, Donors, Members, 
Community Partners and Visitors for helping us 

advance STEM learning as we continue  
to build upon our mission. 



A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT – CURT SIMMONS: 

“In times of adversity and change, we really discover who we are and what we’re made of.”  
- Howard Schultz 

The last two years created challenges many leaders and organizations could not have  
foreseen. Yet, through all the uncertainty, we remained committed to our donors, funders, 
volunteers and our community. It is really important to us, regardless of the obstacles  
we were faced with, that we continue to be good stewards of their financial and  
non-financial support.  

As we were navigating the global challenges, our SCI family was again tested when we learned of the sudden 
passing of Renee Shull-Harmon, SCI’s Vice President of Science Learning. Renee’s passion for early childhood 
science education and science learning was felt by everyone who worked with her. Sadly though, this wasn’t the 
only loss we experienced this year. We also endured the passing of our amazing volunteer beekeeper, Susan Kelly, 
and also Chris Hedinger, who was a founding member of the Iowa LEGO Users Group and architect behind the 
75,000-brick model of the Science Center of Iowa. While the past year has been nothing short of a roller coaster, I’m 
so incredibly proud of the resiliency of our team.  

In the coming years, SCI will continue to serve our participants with our engaging exhibits and programs, reach  
out to our community to develop meaningful partnerships, and create new initiatives that inspire science learners  
of all ages. Together we can build a well-prepared science literate workforce to not only compete in the global  
environment but lead the way. We are committed to sparking the sense of discovery in all Iowans and being the 
place where wonder and curiosity come to life.  

LETTER FROM THE BOARD CHAIR - SHELDON S. OHRINGER 

This year provided us much to reflect upon as we prepare to look back at our past and as we celebrate and plan for 
the future. At no greater time have science and technology been so significant. In fact, the events of the last few 
years have made it clear that Science is Essential.  

Making a difference 
Just as science and our community continue to change, the Science Center of Iowa is committed to responding  
to the needs of its public. During the last few years, SCI brought science to life for hundreds of thousands of visitors 
through creative and innovative ways. In fact, since 1970, SCI has played a leading role in providing unique  
experiences through informal learning. 

Turning the page to tomorrow  
As we focus on engaging more individuals, SCI has renewed its commitment to establishing meaningful partnerships 
and collaborations with public and private organizations in our community. The Science Center of Iowa Board of 
Directors look forward to all that lies ahead as SCI continues to engage and inspire the next generation — the ones 
who will solve the world’s next big challenges.

ADAPTING AND ADJUSTING TO A TIME OF ADVERSITYADAPTING AND ADJUSTING TO A TIME OF ADVERSITY



OUR MISSION:OUR MISSION:      To engage and inspire Iowans along their journey  
		            of lifelong science learning.

The Science Center of Iowa is a 501(c)(3) entity. We are independent, operating solely from money 
raised and earned on our behalf.  

We are the Science Center of Iowa. In addition to welcoming visitors from all  
99 counties and beyond, our outreach and professional development programs take  
STEM learning on the road, reaching tens of thousands of Iowans each year. 

As a private, nonprofit organization, we rely on the donations of private individuals, companies and 
foundations to achieve our mission and serve more than 128,000 individuals from across the state  
and country. Thank you for your support! 

IN MEMORY OF RENEE SHULL-HARMON
Renee Shull-Harmon joined the SCI team as Vice President of Science Learning in 2013. She had a  
broad range of responsibility for the oversight of the planning, research, development, implementation  
and evaluation of all education programs, outreach and participant programs, including the SCI 
Preschool. 

Renee came to SCI with more than 20 years of experience in education and special expertise in early 
childhood learning. Her background was impressive and her accomplishments during her tenure with  
SCI were many. Sadly, Renee passed away in September and her death was a profound loss.  

Renee had many accomplishments during her tenure with SCI, but the legacy she leaves is a  
commitment to advancing STEM learning for the next generation of leaders and nurturing the  
importance of curiosity and wonder in our youngest learners. 

OUR COMMITMENT  
TO INCLUSION,  

DIVERSITY, EQUITY  
& ACCESS

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) inform every aspect of our lives. As a  
community anchor that celebrates diversity, the Science Center of Iowa strives to dismantle barriers  
that limit access and equity in STEM. 

We commit to:
•	 Inspire lifelong learning through creating welcoming environments and conditions which  

support ALL in STEM learning.
•	 Work toward eliminating inequities with those who have historically been marginalized and 

underserved in STEM learning.
•	 Improve our communities through building relationships, thought and action on topics 

related to equity, inclusion and public access to STEM.
To be successful, the Science Center of Iowa embraces the need for continual reflection upon these 
principles and commits to adapting to the changing needs of our communities, creating greater 
global awareness and improving upon our actions and experiences.

SCI 101 — DID YOU KNOW?SCI 101 — DID YOU KNOW?



IT’S THE PLACE IT’S THE PLACE 
WHERE WONDER  WHERE WONDER  
AND CURIOSITY  AND CURIOSITY  

COME TO LIFECOME TO LIFE



YOUR SUPPORT MAKES AN IMPACTYOUR SUPPORT MAKES AN IMPACT

STAR THEATER PLANETARIUM UPDATE  
The Science Center of Iowa’s Star Theater Planetarium provides a new  

experience for many visitors. The 50-foot, 360-degree domed screen – the largest 

and most advanced planetarium in the state of Iowa – affords visitors the  

opportunity to immerse themselves in the night sky, without worrying about 

streetlights and mosquito bites. 

This past year, SCI updated the technology, specifically the software and graphics 

processing computers, in the Star Theater Planetarium. New technology in this 

digital planetarium allows visitors to experience breathtaking depictions of the 

universe. The cutting-edge system also provides staff instant access to vast 

amounts of astronomical content allowing for real-time updates with new discoveries and images.

 

STAR PARTIES – SEE THE MOON AND OTHER CELESTIAL OBJECTS! 
Have you ever found yourself staring up at the night sky and wondering about the stars and planets 

you see? How about the ones you can’t see? Well, we wonder about them too, which is why Star 

Parties remain an SCI favorite.  

SCI’s Star Parties last year primarily took place later in the evenings. This timing was optimal, allowing 

stargazers to observe celestial objects such as: colorful double stars and star clusters, meteor  

showers and more through our high-powered telescopes. SCI even hosted a Solar Party this summer 

during a Downtown Farmer’s Market Saturday. Visitors were able to witness the Sun’s stunning  

features in incredible detail using solar telescopes.   

SCI worked with Des Moines Parks & Recreation to secure multiple locations for the Star Parties,  

creating unique experiences. SCI also tapped into its incredible pool of volunteers – our stargazing 

guides – to assist us as we investigated the wonders of outer space.

 

TRAVELING EXHIBIT – NASA’S “ROVING WITH PERSEVERANCE” ROADSHOW 
SCI opened its summer traveling exhibition in May. A full-scale model of both NASA’s Perseverance rover and Ingenuity Mars  

helicopter were on display through August. As big as a car, with its camera “head” rising high, Perseverance’s six-wheeled lookalike 

towers over most visitors, while Ingenuity’s double highlights just how small the history-making rotorcraft is.  

Opening weekend, team members from NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

were on-site to answer questions and interact with visitors. During this time, 

Atlantic Middle School students visited the science center and participated 

in a workshop where they wrote code to program Root Robots and also 

met with Tyler from NASA’s Perseverance Mars Rover team. He shared his 

experiences as a STEM professional working on the Mars rover project.  

Traveling exhibits provide SCI an incredibly opportunity to share an up-close 

look at the spacecraft with our visitors.  Advancing our mission is critical as 

we engage and inspire lifelong learners. We are grateful for the partnerships 

and support of organizations like the Iowa Space Grant Consortium, who 

help enhance our commitment to space, science and exploration.



CELEBRATING 50 YEARS - SCI PRESCHOOLCELEBRATING 50 YEARS - SCI PRESCHOOL
LITTLE LEARNERS MAKE BIG DISCOVERIES AT THE SCIENCE CENTER OF IOWA PRESCHOOL! 
The Science Center of Iowa Preschool has been transforming the lives of early learners 

for more than 50 years. In fact, SCI was one of the first museums in the country to have 

a preschool on-site. Since opening in 1972, the preschool is now educating its third  

generation of families and during the 2020-2021 school year, SCI educated 112 three- 

and four-year-old preschoolers. 

This past year, the SCI Preschool was 

awarded a generous grant by the Iowa  

Department of Human Services to expand 

the preschool allowing SCI to increase enrollment by 35 percent. However, in order to  

expand the number of students SCI serves, the teaching staff also needed to increase. 

Like many educational institutions, SCI also faced challenges trying to fill these new  

positions. By the start of the 2022-2023 school year, the SCI Preschool had secured  

additional staff and was able to expand their student enrollment by 17 percent.

SENSORY FRIENDLY HOURS - FAMILY SPOTLIGHT: 
NICOLE CLIFTON AND ENES BAJREKTAREVIC 

Nicole Clifton and Enes Bajrektarevic started bringing their family to SCI’s Sensory Friendly 
Hours this past year. Sensory-Friendly Hours provide a quieter, less crowded SCI experience 
for families with children on the autism spectrum.  

After their first visit, they said they’ve been back every month since. According to Nicole, 
their first experience was awesome for them and their youngest son, Malik, who is five 
years old and has autism. He was able to explore freely, without being overstimulated by 
crowds and activities.  

“This was the first time we were all able to play and enjoy each other as a family in a large 
public space without all the pressure of the unknown and needing a “just in case” escape 
plan,” explains Nicole. “After that initial experience and speaking with staff, we purchased a 
family membership.” 

“Going to places like this can be extremely overwhelming without these special hours,”  
said Enes. “The Sensory Friendly Hours have allowed Malik to be himself and we don’t 
have to worry about de-escalating a situation. SCI’s Sensory Friendly Hours provide a safe 
environment where we can interact as a family.”  

In addition to five-year-old Malik, Nicole and Enes also have a 12-year-old and a 15-year-old at home, who they say also enjoy  
visiting the science center. “We are so grateful for this special time and the Science Center of Iowa,” Nicole said.  

SCI’s Sensory Friendly Hours are held on the second Tuesday of every month from 4:00-7:00 pm.



HELPING INSPIRE HELPING INSPIRE 
A-HA! MOMENTS A-HA! MOMENTS 



SCI engages a wide community audience to develop meaningful partnerships and new initiatives that inspire curious minds of all 
ages. Partnerships and sponsorships from the following organizations help SCI engage and inspire lifelong learning in all of us.

SCI PARTNERSHIPS - CHILDREN & FAMILY URBAN MOVEMENT 
The Science Center of Iowa’s reach extends beyond the four walls of the building in downtown Des 
Moines. In fact, SCI staff have been building and fostering relationships with community organizations 
and educators across the state.  

This past spring, twice a week, SCI began coordinating STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, Math) activities with the older fourth and fifth graders who participate in the Children & Family 
Urban Movement (CFUM) after school program. The relationship evolved to include an SCI led 8-week 

program that includes robotics, dinosaurs and more. SCI has also assisted in educating CFUM staff on how to operate and lead 
STEAM activities with supplies from their new STEAM cart.    

“Through our relationship with the Science Center of Iowa, our students have been able to take 
part in a variety of experiences that are engaging, educational and fun,” said Jacob Nastruz, 
CFUM’s Coordinator for Volunteer Services & Community Engagement. “SCI provides enhanced 
programming as well as new and creative ways for our kids to learn that will benefit them well 
beyond their time with CFUM.” 

Jacob says he hopes the CFUM and SCI relationship “will continue to open the world of our 
students to the many things that SCI has to offer.”  

CFUM’s mission is to create a community that supports the potential of children, youth, and 
families through educational success, healthy living, and community engagement. CFUM serves 
the River Bend neighborhood, one of the most diverse, economically disadvantaged  
neighborhoods in Des Moines. With an estimated population 

of 12,244, 32 percent of residents in this diverse neighborhood are under the age of 18, and 100 
percent of the students attending Moulton Elementary receive free or reduced-price lunch. The 
stresses of poverty impact many aspects of the lives of children in the neighborhood, placing them 
at risk for poor educational outcomes, adverse health conditions, and diminished capacity for their 
futures. The neighborhood CFUM serves is rich in ethnic and racial diversity, and at the same time 
faces significant economic challenges. 

In 2021, 36 percent of students scored at or above the proficient level for math, and 33 percent 
scored at or above that level for reading. CFUM’s consistent, reliable, trustworthy presence and 
quality programming is vital to the success of the children they serve. 

PUBLIC SUPPORTPUBLIC SUPPORT

BRAVO Greater Des Moines Fund:
The following local governments committed a portion of their hotel/motel tax in FY 21–22: 

• Altoona
• Ankeny
• Bondurant

• Carlisle
• Clive
• Des Moines

• Grimes
• Indianola
• Johnston

• Norwalk
• Pleasant Hill
• Polk City

• Polk County
• Urbandale
• Waukee

• West Des Moines
• Windsor Heights



SPONSORSHIPS & GRANTSSPONSORSHIPS & GRANTS
The following contributions were made through generous support of specific projects and programs at the Science Center of 
Iowa between October 1, 2021, and September 30, 2022.

$50,000 and above

$25,000 – $49,999

$10,000 – $24,999

$1,000 – $9,999

Judith A. Lindquist 
Scholarship Fund



ANNUAL & OTHER CONTRIBUTIONSANNUAL & OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS

$50,000 and above
BRAVO Greater Des Moines
Edwin T Meredith Foundation
John Ruan Foundation Trust
Judith A. Lindquist Scholarship Fund
Nixon Lauridsen
Polk County Board of Supervisors
Principal Charity Classic

$25,000 - $49,999
Corteva Agriscience  
     (Division of DowDuPont)
Fred Maytag Family Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Bayer U.S. LLC
Bob Riley & Kay Riley
Bridgestone Americas Trust Fund
Chris & Linda Nelson
Christine Lauridsen Sand & Rob Sand
David & Susan Grant
David Strassman
Denny & Candy Elwell
Doug Fick
Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation
Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs
Iowa State University
Jim & Allison Fleming
Laura Higgins & David Walters
Prairie Meadows Racetrack & Casino
Renewable Energy Group Inc.
Suzie Glazer Burt
TD Ameritrade Institutional

$5,000 - $9,999
Bick & Matt Carfrae
Bill & Nancy Ambrose
Corey & Suzanne Mineck
Elizabeth & Rustin Nelson
Gabus Automotive Group
Lauridsen Family Foundation
Meredith Corporation

Paul & Claudia Schickler
Peterson Charitable Trust
Suzanne Mineck

$2,500 - $4,999
Barbara Beatty
Bill & Pauline Niebur
Community Foundation of Greater Des Moines
Des Moines University
Ernest & Florence Sargent Family Foundation
Farmers Mutual Hail Ins Company of Iowa
Fred Hubbell
Graham Construction
Greater Iowa Credit Union
Green State Credit Union
Holmes Murphy & Associates LLC
Jacob & Jessie Sramek
Keck Parking
Mell Meredith Frazier
Neumann Brothers Inc.
Scheels
Sue & Todd Mattison

$1,000 - $2,499
Dan & Amy Raedeker
Darlene Raedeker
Don & Margo Blumenthal
Elisabeth & Shane Sandersfeld
Fred & Emily Weitz
GuideOne Insurance
Harry Bookey & Pamela Bass-Bookey
Harvey W Zehr, Jr. Charitable Trust
James Piros & Ruth Wright-Piros
John & Michele Stevens
Jon Duvick & Carol Hendrick
Karen Shaff & Steven Jayne
Kathleen & Larry Zimpleman
Margaret Brennan
McKee Voorhees & Sease PLC
Michael & Simma Stein
Patty and Jim Cownie Charitable Fund

Richard Hinson & Jane Hinson
The Coons Foundation

Up to $1,000
Alex Rich & Beth Rich
Amazon Smile
America’s Charities
Andrew Stevenson
Angela & Garrett Simpson
ATW
Belin McCormick
Betty Brend
Bill & Jackie Romp
Bob Hornbrook
Brendan & Christine Comito
Brendan Lamont
Brenton Foundation
Bruce and Diane Janvrin
Ceilley Family Charitable Fund
Charles & Louise McDonald
Claudia Brown
Curt & Patty Lack
Curtis Lack
Daniel & Beverly Ohman
Daniel Forsyth
Dennis & Wendy Rains
Diane & Ken Birt
Donna Dorsey
Donna Richard-Langer & David Langer
Douglas & Hollian Martin
Elizabeth & Robert Angelici
Emilee Richardson
Franklin & Tracy Codel
Fritz James
Hy-Vee Fourth & Court
Israel Family Charitable Fund
James & Linda Paulson
James & Patricia Napier
James D. Jandik
James Hollis
Jan Stump

With sincere appreciation, the Science Center of Iowa acknowledges the extraordinary support from all donors. Your gifts 
enable us to engage and inspire through programming, exhibits, events and so much more. Thank you for making this possible 
and investing in the SCI mission.



SPOTLIGHT: NOCTURNAL SCIENCE NIGHTS - CARVER ELEMENTARY
For more than 10 years, Carver Elementary Principal, Jill Burnett Requist, has been participating in SCI’s Nocturnal Science 
Nights. These nights offer large groups a uniquely exclusive and affordable way to experience SCI after hours. Once a year, Carver 
Elementary rents the science center for their students and families.  

“As a school, it’s important to involve parents in their student’s education,” 
explains Requist. “The Nocturnal Science Nights give parents the opportunity to 
interact with their children in an informal setting, but it also gives families an 
opportunity to see what’s available in their own community.” 

Following their Nocturnal Science Night, Carver Elementary sends out a follow 
up survey to the families asking for feedback on the event. They continue to 
receive positive comments, such as “we’d like to do these more often” and “this 
was a great opportunity to interact with my child”. 

Carver Elementary currently serves 440 students and is located in Des Moines, 
north of the Iowa State Capitol.  

ANNUAL & OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS CONTINUEDANNUAL & OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS CONTINUED
Jean & Craig Gifford
Jeffrey & Lee Lackmeyer
Jennifer Koska & Andrew Poppen
Jerry Saddoris
Jim Christakos
Jo Ann & William Friedman
Joanne Lasrado & James Hollis
John & Julie Schreurs
John & Randi Stern
John Gilmore
John Mickey
John S. Travlos
Joseph & Margaret-Ann Comito
Judy Despenas
June & Timothy Johnson
Kaitlyn Goldizen
Karl & Laura Digman
Karla Eggleston
Kathy Marie Kahoun Trust
Ken & Cathy Talcott
Krusi-Braun Charitable Fund
Laura Abbott
Laurence Anne & Clark McFerren
Lessing Flynn

Lisa & Mike Banker
Lloyd Unverferth
Malini Anantharam
Marcene Grant
Maria Carpenter
Marilyn & Chris Baszczynski
Mark Eaton
Marsha & Kris Bro
Mary Scarpino
Mary Stuart & David Yepsen
Mary Trimnell
Matthew Basart & Jacqueline Conley
Michael Disbro & Laura Roan
Midwest Construction & Supply Inc.
Mike & Cheryl Giudicessi
Muhammad Spocter & Clarissa Snapper
Neil & Debra Salowitz
Nelda Sampel
Ni & Wade Wagner
Pamela Carmichael
Paul & Christin Murphy
Penny Craft
Polly Moore
Randy & Magan Lewis

Renae & Ben Herr
Richard Deming
Rob & Liz Lee
Robert & Linda Carpenter
Robert & Randi Wiese
Ronald & Barbara Eckoff
Rosetta Dunham
Ryan Osweiler
Sandra & James Henry
Sarah & Clinton Luth
Sarah Garst & Jeff O’Donnell
Sheldon & Beth Ohringer
Stephanie Neal
Terri Combs & Tom Swartwood
Tigon & Ben Woline
Tim & Janice Coble
Tim & Toni Urban
Tim Harmon
Timothy Facto
Tony & Jennifer Fenton
Visalakshi Arumugam



GO BEYOND WITH SCI — SCI ANNUAL GALAGO BEYOND WITH SCI — SCI ANNUAL GALA

2022 Committee Members 
Sara Wollner - Chair
Andrea Boulton 
Jenny Herrera 
Jenny Koska 
Kimberly Kult 
Katie Miner-Bryant
Andy Poppen 
Christine Reinders-Caron 
Douglas Reyes 
Carolina Reyes

Presenting Sponsors
David and Susan Grant
Kemin
Nationwide
Riley Resource Group 

Elemental Sponsors
CB Solar
Corteva Agriscience
Dotdash Meredith
Hy-Vee
MidAmerican Energy

Supporting Sponsors
Casey’s 
Des Moines University
Farmers Mutual Hail Insurance Co.
Fred and Charlotte Hubbell
Graham Construction
GreenState Credit Union
GuideOne Insurance
Holmes Murphy
Keck Parking
Landus
McKee, Voorhees & Sease, PLC

Mell Meredith Frazier
Neumann Brothers, Inc
Poindexter Flooring, Inc
Todd and Sue Mattison

Event Partners
Business Publications LLC

- Event Print Media Partner
Christian Edwards Print & Graphics

- Event Printing Partner
Christiani’s VIP Catering & Events

- Event Catering Partner
Great Caterers of Iowa

- Event Catering Partner
Think Photo Lab - Daniel Morris

- Event Photographer

Auction Donors
Americana Restaurant & Lounge
Blank Park Zoo
Boone Scenic River Valley
Capital Chiropractic & Rehabilitation 
Center
Casey’s
Catch Des Moines
CBSolar
Celestron
Center Grove Orchard
Climb Iowa
Coastal Pacific Wine & Spirits
Crafty Doods, LLC
Des Moines Community Playhouse
Des Moines Metro Opera
Des Moines Symphony 
Doug Fick
East Village Spa
Flag of Des Moines

Fleet Feet Sports
Fort Des Moines
Fridley Theatres
Funny Bone Comedy Club & Restaurant
Homemakers
Hotel Grinnell
Hoyt Sherman Place
IMT Des Moines Marathon
Iowa Environmental Council
Iowa Prison Industries
Iowa State University
Iowa Wild American Hockey League
Jacob Sramek
JJ Gaffers Glass Blowing Studio
Josephs Jewelers
Katherine McClure Photography
La Mie Bakery
Lauritzen Gardens
Lesley Rich
Living History Farms
Lua Brewery, Blue Sushi, Iowa Taproom, 
Hessen Haus
National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium
Nationwide
Range Restaurant & Cocktail Bar
RDG Planning & Design
Resilience & Grace YOGA
State Historical Museum of Iowa
The Pumpkin Ranch
Toad Valley Golf Course
Twisted Vine Brewery
Wendy Sorensen Photography
WHO TV 13
Wild Rose Entertainment
Willies Woolies

After two years of celebrating virtually, we experienced the SCI Annual Fundraising Gala live and in person. This year, attendees 
were asked to experience the science center through the eyes of their inner child and help support science education. Proceeds 
from the event support SCI’s early childhood science education and programming for thousands of individuals, families, 
students and educators who engage SCI each year by participating in interactive exhibits, special programming, preschool, 
camps and more. The SCI Gala wouldn’t be possible if it weren’t for our committee and their passion for our mission. A special 
thanks to Megan Salois and Doug Reyes, who served as our 2022 SCI Gala Masters of Ceremonies.  



VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: DAVID & SUSAN GRANT
As retired scientists, David, a molecular geneticist and Susan, an agricultural researcher in 
plant pathology, still have a passion for science which is why they began volunteering at the 
Science Center of Iowa. Having been members of SCI since the late 1980’s, they had some 
idea of what to expect, but said what keeps bringing them back is being a part of something 
that’s important. “We actually get to see the kids who are inventing their world right now,”  
said David. 

Susan loves the variety of opportunities and often finds herself helping behind the scenes, 
sewing and repairing the bat wings in What On Earth, helping assemble preschool furniture or 
even assisting during special event workshops. In addition to being a part of something that’s 
important, she said what brings her the most joy from her volunteering role is seeing how the 
staff interacts with visitors. 

David has taken on a volunteering role that finds him interacting with SCI visitors. As a daily discovery assistant, he can be found 
helping in the exhibit platforms, assisting with special events such as the Star Parties, and even helping with SCI’s Homeschool 
Science Series.  

“I have really enjoyed the opportunity to watch kids learn and see them solve their problems,” explains David. “My job as a 
volunteer is to make a place for the kids to learn in.” 

Between the two of them, they volunteered more than 1,200 hours of their time this year. David said it’s exciting to watch people 
have fun and he sees it as his job as a volunteer to help you do that.

Chairman 
Sheldon S. Ohringer 

Formations Partners

Vice Chair/Chair Elect 
Douglas Fick 

Internal Affairs Committee Chair 
Principal Financial Group, Retired

Secretary/Treasurer 
Tom Rice, Ph.D. 
Governance Chair 

University of Iowa – Des Moines Programs

Sue J. Mattison, Ph.D. 
External Affairs Committee Chair 

Drake University

Curt Simmons 
President/CEO (ex officio) 

Science Center of Iowa

Bick T. Carfrae, MD 
Medical Center Anesthesiologists

Julian Chaky 
Corteva Agriscience

Peter Dorhout, Ph.D. 
Iowa State University

James W. Dougherty 
MidAmerican Energy Company

Adam Douglas 
Graham Construction Company

Tony Fenton 
Nationwide

Brent Hagan 
Deliverr, Inc.

Joanne Lasrado, Ph.D. 
Kemin Human Nutrition and Health

Magan Lewis, Ph.D. 
Bayer

Doug Martin 
Amazon

Suzanne Mineck 
Mid-Iowa Health Foundation

Alyssa Saunders 
Anthologic

Claudia Schabel 
Schabel Solutions

Muhammad Aadil Spocter, Ph.D. 
Des Moines University

2021-2022 SCI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2021-2022 SCI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



Curt Simmons 
President & CEO 

Ni Wagner 
CFO, Vice President of Retail/Facility Operations 

Renee Shull-Harmon 
Vice President of Science Learning

Dan Raedeker 
Vice President of Community Engagement 

Amber Forrest 
Director of Early Childhood

Allison Schwanebeck  
Director of Exhibits 

Jolie Pelds 
Director of Innovative STEM Teaching

Chris Wood 
Director of Major Gifts

Amy Hock  
Director of Marketing & Public Relations

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCECOMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE

2021-2022 SCI LEADERSHIP

SAFETY

COMPASSION

INTEGRITY

INNOVATION

	� We have a positive attitude.

	� We treat others with respect.

	� We will exceed participants’ expectations.

	� We embody a shared purpose and mission.

	� We will be accountable.



SCIENCE CENTER OF IOWA  |  401 WEST MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. PARKWAY  
DES MOINES, IA 50309  |  SCIOWA.ORG  |  515.274.6868


