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1 As the Science Center of lowa marks 55 years of service, one thing is clear: our
work has never been more important than it is today. Since opening our doors in

1970, SCI has evolved alongside the world around us—responding to new questions,
new technologies, and new ways of learning.

Through innovative STEM learning
initiatives, SCI reached more than
20,000 youth across lowa, bringing
hands-on science to classrooms
and communities. Nearly 30,000
students visit SCI through school
group experiences, turning field
trips into moments of discovery that
spark lifelong curiosity. And with almost 200,000 visitors walking
through our doors, SCI continued to serve as a place where
families, learners, and explorers of all ages could engage with
science in ways that are relevant, playful, and inspiring.

“ This past year reminded us that when curiosity
meets opportunity, science has the power to
connect, inspire, and strengthen our communities.
And in FY25, SCI truly stepped up. ”

These achievements are the result of a dedicated staff,
passionate volunteers, generous supporters, and strong
community partnerships—all working together to ensure
science remains accessible and engaging for everyone. While
we are proud of what we’ve accomplished, we are equally excited
about what lies ahead. Our future is full of possibility, and | invite
you to hear more about where we’re headed from our Board Chair,
whose vision and leadership will guide SCI into its next chapter.

CURT SIMMONS
President & CEO

—past, and future.

Jolie Pelds
Director of Innovative
STEM Teaching

Amy Hock
Director of Marketing
& Public Relations

Molly Pins
Director of Philanthropy

Allison Schwanebeck
Director of Visitor Experience

Dan Raedeker
Vice President
of Community Engagemen

Cara Koester
Director of Visitor Services

This past year, we saw firsthand how essential science

In a year marked by both opportunity

and challenge for nonprofits across our
community, the Science Center of lowa
has continued to demonstrate resilience,
creativity and unwavering purpose. As
funding landscapes shift and the needs
of families and learners grow, the
Board of Directors has remained deeply
engaged in ensuring that SCI not only
adapts, but thrives.

education is to lowa’s future—how curiosity, hands
on learning and access to STEM opportunities can
strengthen our workforce, energize our region and
inspire the next generation of problem solvers.

The pressures facing nonprofits today are
real, but so is the impact institutions like SCI
deliver every single day. That impact is what
drives our board’s commitment to strong
governance, responsible stewardship and
long term vision.

We are proud of the leadership shown

by SCI’s staff and volunteers, who have
continued to serve our community with
passion and innovation despite an
increasingly complex environment. Their
work reminds us that mission driven
organizations are at their best when they
stay anchored in purpose and open to
partnership.

Looking ahead, the Board remains focused
on sustainability, strategic investment and
strengthening the relationships that make SCI
a vital community resource. Together—with
our members, donors, partners and the
thousands of lowans who walk through
our doors—we are building a stronger,
more curious and more connected lowa.

On behalf of the Board of Directors,
thank you for standing with the Science
Center of lowa.
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We are the Science Center of lowa.

In addition to welcoming visitors from all 99
counties and beyond, our outreach and professional
development programs take STEM learning

on the road, reaching tens of thousands
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“Pterosaurs: flight in the
age of dinosaurs

The Science Center of lowa (SCI) took visitors back in time with Pterosaurs: Flight in the Age of
Dinosaurs, a groundbreaking exhibition organized by the American Museum of Natural History.
This remarkable display explored the fascinating world of prehistoric reptiles that once ruled the
skies—long before the first birds or bats took flight.

Through life-size models, rare fossil casts, immersive

videos, and interactive experiences, the exhibition
revealed how pterosaurs evolved to become the first
vertebrates capable of powered flight.

Visitors “soared” like
pterosaurs themselves using
motion-sensing technology that
allowed them to navigate virtual prehistoric
landscapes, gaining a new appreciation for the
mechanics and marvels of ancient flight.

The exhibition showcased casts and replicas from some of the most
significant pterosaur fossil discoveries worldwide, including a rare
Romanian specimen that may represent a new species. Visitors also
encountered a dramatic Cretaceous seascape, where Thalassodromeus
pterosaurs dove for fish alongside other ancient marine life, and explored
aerodynamics through iPad-based interactives and a virtual wind tunnel.

‘ ‘ Pterosaurs: Flight in the Age of Dinosaurs offered a rare
and comprehensive look into the lives of these extraordinary
creatures,” said Curt Simmons, SCI’s President and CEO. “We were
thrilled to bring this exhibit to lowa, giving visitors of all ages the
chance to explore the science behind recent fossil discoveries and
experience firsthand what it might have been like to take to the
skies as a pterosaur. ’,



\Tée Susan Kelly memorial
bench

In September 2024, the Science Center of lowa (SCI) installed a memorial bench in its
Observation Garden to honor the life and lasting impact of Susan Kelly—a dedicated
volunteer, passionate advocate for science, and cherished member of the SCI
community. A place of reflection and remembrance for a woman whose generosity
of spirit continues to shape SClI’s work.

Susan began volunteering at SCI in 2018 after being recruited by Exhibits
Manager Andy Mickunas. Alongside her daughter, Abigail Kelly, Susan became
deeply involved in caring for SCI’s bees, helping steward the program from its
earliest days.

LA

Beyond her hands-on contributions, Susan encouraged SCI to grow its
beekeeping program, taught staff how to harvest honey, and championed the
submission of SCI honey at the lowa State Fair. Her enthusiasm for learning,
willingness to teach others, and commitment to sharing science with her
children exemplified the very spirit of volunteerism SCI strives to foster.

S

“ She was just a force of positive work and a joy to work with,” said
Mickunas. “She cared deeply for bees and was a huge supporter of the
observational hive that we installed in 2018. ”

Science thrives not only through exhibits
and programs, but through the people
who care for them with passion,
purpose, and heart.
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When Things Get Moving

Science Center of lowa partnered with Kera Collective to conduct a front-end evaluation of When
Things get Moving. The study confirmed that visitors valued the exhibit’'s emphasis on play,

experimentation, and collaboration, but eager for new ways to engage, learn and explore deeper
scientific concepts behind the “invisible forces” that shape our everyday world.

BALL WALL

A large, kinetic
feature of air pipes,
levers, pulleys,
and diverters that
allowed guests

to manipulate the
motion of balls,
exploring gravity
and momentum
through playful
experimentation.

The PENDULUM SNAKE, MAGNETIC GEAR WALL, MOMENTUM MACHINE, and CLOUD RING LAUNCHER,
further expands the educational reach and fun factor.
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ROCKET
LAUNCH

A re-engineered
favorite with a
16-foot extended
ramp, adjustable
launch force, and
illuminated targets,
helping visitors
understand
aerodynamics and
trajectory.

‘ TENNIS BALL
LAUNCHER

A dynamic

station exploring
pneumatics,
pressure, and the
transfer of energy
through dual ball
experiments.

“ Our goal has always been to provide the best possible
experience for our visitors,” said Curt Simmons, SCl’s
President and CEO. “By reimagining When Things
Get Moving, we introduced new elements that
inspire curiosity, creativity, and those incredible
a-ha moments that define SCI. ”

Proving that science is truly in motion.




\S{oarking curiosity, one a-ha
moment at a time

For Volunteer June Johnson, science has always been more than a subject — it’s a lifelong
passion she can’t help but share. After retiring from Drake University in 2017, she continued a
volunteer journey that first began in the mid-90s, when she and her family moved to lowa. She wanted
her children to grow up with an appreciation for science...and after seeing their excitement at the
Science Center of lowa (SCI), she was hooked too.

Working largely with children ages 5-10, she thrives on their wonder—the wide-
eyed looks, the giggles, and the reactions when an experiment
comes alive. “The kids are just so much fun,” she said. “The light in their eyes when

they see a science experiment—those @l moments *

Her favorites? Cloud-making in a bottle and electricity with colored lights — hands-on demos
that invite kids to guess, predict, and explore. “I love being able to ask questions first and build
anticipation,” she shared. “It scratches my itch of teaching, and it gets them excited to learn.”

“ WHAT KEEPS HER COMING BACK? The energy. The joy.
The shared discoveries. “It is energizing anytime you engage
with people,” she said. “It’s exciting. ”

Thanks to volunteers like June, SCI continues to bring
learning to life
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Coauthoring the Universe

In 2024, the Science Center of lowa (SCI) launched Cosmic Playlist, a reimagined experience in

the Star Theater Planetarium that transforms how visitors explore the universe. The new exhibit
empowers guests to design their own planetarium shows while blending technology, creativity,
and curiosity into one seamless adventure.

Cosmic Playlist reflects SCI’s ongoing commitment to informal learning through play—inviting
guests not just to watch, but to participate. Using an interactive computer kiosk, visitors browse
hundreds of video and audio clips covering topics from sunspots and black holes to distant galaxies
and telescopes. By selecting the themes that intrigued them most, they create personalized “playlists”
that are automatically linked into a custom Star Theater show. With each selection, guests become
coauthors of their cosmic journey, shaping a one-of-a-kind exploration of space that could be
revised and replayed again and again.

Behind the scenes, the exhibit’s redevelopment brings enhanced
accessibility, an updated interface, and the most current space imagery
available—ensuring that SCI remains a destination where exploration
evolves as fast as discovery itself.

“ By combining scientific accuracy with
interactive storytelling, Cosmic Playlist
transforms passive learning into active
creation, reinforcing SCl’s belief that the
best way to understand our universe is to

play among the stars. ”

‘ Creaté ‘your-pl:‘;lyli‘ét E| éxperienge itin the
' Staf.Theater Planetarium * :



\-?ﬁe return of the lowa °
Adventure Pass

In 2024, the lowa Adventure Pass made an exciting return, reconnecting lowa families
with some of the state’s most engaging educational destinations —including the Science
Center of lowa (SCI). After a brief pause, this statewide program relaunched through
the collaboration of lowa’s libraries and participating attractions, sharing our
commitment to learning, exploration, and community access.

Public support

SCI ENGAGES A WIDE
COMMUNITY AUDIENCE to
develop meaningful partnerships
and new initiatives that inspire
curious minds of all ages.
Partnerships and sponsorships
from the following organizations
help SCI engage and inspire
lifelong learning in all of us.

|OWA

Economic Development

"RATO

GREATER DES MOINES
REGIONAL ARTS COUNCIL

The lowa Adventure Pass allows library cardholders to “check out” free passes to
participating destinations, including museums, zoos, gardens, and cultural sites. Each
pass provides free admission for two adults and two children, making it easier for
families to experience science, nature, and history together.

library patrons can reserve a pass online using their library
card, download or print a confirmation, and present it with a photo ID for admission.
Each participating library determines which destinations to offer, creating flexibility and

variety for communities across the state.

The relaunch reflects a renewed focus on sustainability,
accessibility, and collaboration, ensuring that the joy of discovery o
remains within reach for all.

Through initiatives ‘
like this, SCI continues

to champion informal /
learning opportunities \

that connect curiosity,
community, and the
wonder of science

The following local governments
committed a portion of their
hotel/motel tax in FY 24-25:
Altoona | Ankeny | Bondurant
Carlisle | Clive | Des Moines
Grimes | Indianola | Johnston
Norwalk | Pleasant Hill
Polk City | Polk County
Urbandale | Waukee
West Des Moines
Windsor Heights




The following

were made through generous support of specific

projects and programs at the Science Center of lowa
between October 1, 2024 and September 30, 2025.
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agriscience

@ CORTEVA
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Economic Development

KEMIN-

Compelled by Curiosity™

Gabus Automotive Group

@ JOHN DEERE

VOVYA.

FINANCIAL
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Edwin T. Meredith Foundation
Maytag Family Foundation

Meier Bernstein Foundation

Nationwide’

is on your side

Polk County Board of Supervisors

ATLANTIC é’@ %

BOTTLING COMPANY

Bankof America %

Change Happens

FOUNDATION
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WITH SINCERE APPRECIATION, the Science Center of lowa acknowledges the extraordinary
support from all donors. Your CONTriDUTIONS enable us to engage and inspire through

programming, exhibits, events and so much more. Thank you for investing in the SCI mission.
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$100,000+
Bravo Greater Des Moines
Maytag Family Foundation

$99,999 - $30,000
Meier Bernstein Foundation

Edwin T. Meredith Foundation
Windsor Charitable Foundation

$29,999 - $10,000

Bill and Nancy Ambrose Family Fund

Doug Fick

David and Susan Grant

Meredith Family Foundation

Chris and Linda Nelson

John Ruan Foundation Trust

Ernest & Florence Sargent Family Foundation

$9,999 - $5,000
Mike and Lisa Banker

Gabus Automotive Group

Nix and Virginia Lauridsen

Steve and Sara Marquardt

Libby Nelson

Peterson Charitable Trust

Bob and Kay Riley

John Schmidt and Deb Wiley
Mary Sellers

$4,999 - $1,000
In Memory of Bill Ambrose
Beasley Family Foundation

Dr. Barbara Beatty

Ken and Diane Birt

Harry Bookey and Pamela Bass-Bookey
David Creasey and Erin Garity
EFCO Corporation

Tony and Jennifer Fenton

Jim and Allison Fleming
Marcene Grant

Laura Higgins and David Walters
Dan and Barb Hoy

Fred and Charlotte Hubbell
Chuck and Jaina Johnson

David and Donna Langer

Bob and LaRue Maddox

Mel and Molly Pins

James Piros and Ruth Wright-Piros
Darlene Raedeker

Neil & Debra Salowitz

Karen Shaff and Steve Jayne
Curt Simmons

Jake and Jessie Sramek
Mary Stuart and David Yepsen
Fred Weitz

Robert L and Ruth E. Wiese

$500 - $999

In Memory Of Dick Sampel

Kim and Jean Austen

Betty Brend

Christian and Stephanie Comito
Duvick-Hendrick Fund

Julie Mickelson Spillane

Joe and Lori McCarty

Polly Moore

Don and Elizabeth Pink

Randal and John Stern Fund
Terri Combs and Thomas Smartwood
Harvey Zehr

Up to $499

In Memory Of Jill Dushinske

In Memory Of Brice Janvrin

In Memory Of John McLaren

In Memory Of Joe Schwanebeck
Gary and Mary Alice Amerman
Chris & Marilyn Baszczynski
Don and Margo Blumenthal
Boat Foundation

Robert and Linda Carpenter
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Ceilley Family Fund

Hal Chase

Mark Clark and Katie Roth
Franklin and Tracy Codel
Penelope Craft

Dr. Richard Deming

Kathy Denny

Michael Disbro

Ronald and Barbara Eckoff
Mary Alice Epperly

Malone Freeman

Michael and Ann Gersie
Robert Grask

James and Sandra Henry
Ben and Renae Herr

Abby Hood

Bob Hornbrook

Thomas and Patricia Hough
Laurence and Karen Hutzell
In The Bag

Stephanie and Miriam Kapfer
Krusi-Braun Giving Fund
Curt and Patty Lack

Joanne Lasrado and James Hollis
Dr. Rob and Liz Lee

James and Susan Meimann
Mickey and Cheryl Miller
Maggie Modican

Robert and Mary Jo Pomerantz
Dennis and Wendy Rains
Barbara Reed

Dianne Riley

Bill and Jackie Romp

John and Patrice Sadler
Mary Scarpino

Brad and Claudia Schabel
Andrew Stevenson

Ken and Cathy Talcott )
Up Down Arcade Bar  ~
Tim and Toni Urban D
Michael and Diane Versackas
Riley and Michaela Wilson
Ben and Tigon Woline
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